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Against Democracy: A New
Preface by the Author

|. Revisiting the Unpopular Opinion A. The Enduring
Relevance of "Against Democracy": Decades after its
initial publication, the arguments presented in



"Against Democracy" remain strikingly pertinent. The
anxieties surrounding the fragility of liberal institutions
and the potential for popular sovereignty to devolve
into tyranny continue to resonate in a world grappling
with resurgent nationalism and political polarization.
B. A Shifting Political Landscape: Why This Preface
Matters Now: The intervening years have witnessed a
dramatic reshaping of the global political landscape.
The rise of social media, the erosion of trust in
established institutions, and the proliferation of
misinformation have created new challenges to the
viability of democratic systems, necessitating a re-
evaluation of the original thesis. This new preface
aims to contextualize the book within this altered
environment. C. Acknowledging the Criticisms and
Misinterpretations: Since its initial publication,
"Against Democracy" has been subject to considerable
misinterpretation and criticism. Some have accused it
of being elitist or anti-democratic in the most
fundamental sense. This preface will engage directly
with these criticisms, clarifying the author's intentions
and addressing common misunderstandings. Il. Core
Arguments Revisited: A Summary of the Original
Thesis A. The Tyranny of the Majority: A Re-
examination of Tocqueville's Insights: The core
argument of "Against Democracy" centers on the
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inherent dangers of unchecked majoritarianism.
Drawing upon the insights of Alexis de Tocqueville, the
author highlights the potential for the majority to
suppress minority rights and interests, leading to
social fragmentation and political instability. This is
not merely a theoretical concern, but a recurring
theme throughout history. B. The Problem of Epistemic
Hubris in Democratic Systems: The author challenges
the notion that popular opinion is inherently wise or
well-informed. He argues that democratic systems
often suffer from an epistemic hubris, where the
collective wisdom of the masses is overestimated,
leading to poor policy decisions and a disregard for
expert knowledge. This is exacerbated by the
increasing prevalence of misinformation and the
influence of partisan echo chambers. C. The
Demagogic Potential of Popular Rule: Exploiting the
Masses' Vulnerability: A crucial concern is the
vulnerability of democracies to demagoguery.
Charismatic leaders can exploit the emotions and
prejudices of the populace to gain power, often at the
expense of rational deliberation and reasoned debate.
This phenomenon has become increasingly apparent
in recent years, as populist leaders have risen to

prominence worldwide. lll. Addressing Key Objections:
A Point-by-Point Rebuttal A. The Fallacy of the "Lesser




Evil": A Critique of Pragmatic Compromises: Critics
often argue that while democracy may have flaws, it
remains the "lesser evil" compared to alternative
systems. This preface challenges this proposition,
arguing that accepting a flawed system simply
because it is perceived as better than a hypothetical
alternative risks perpetuating its defects and
hindering the search for superior governance models.
B. Counterpoint to the "Democratic Peace Theory":
Examining Empirical Evidence: The so-called
"democratic peace theory," which posits that
democracies are less likely to go to war with one
another, is critically examined. This preface presents
counter-evidence, arguing that the correlation
between democracy and peace is far from conclusive
and that other factors may be more significant in
explaining international conflict. C. Debunking the
Myth of Inevitable Progress Under Democracy: The
notion that democracy inevitably leads to progress
and prosperity is challenged. Historical examples
demonstrate that democracies, like any political
system, are susceptible to periods of decline,
stagnation, and even retrogression. The success of a
democratic system depends on a multitude of
contingent factors, including robust institutions and an
engaged citizenry. IV. The Spectre of Ochlocracy: Mob
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Rule in the 21st Century A. The Rise of Populism and
its Discontents: The recent rise of populist movements
globally is analyzed as a manifestation of the inherent
risks of majoritarianism. Populist leaders often appeal
to the basest instincts of the electorate, exploiting
grievances and anxieties to consolidate power and
undermine democratic institutions. This often results
in a deterioration of civil discourse and an increase in
societal fractures. B. The Corrosive Influence of Social
Media on Deliberative Processes: The role of social
media in exacerbating political polarization and
hindering rational deliberation is critically assessed.
The algorithmic amplification of extreme views and
the spread of misinformation contribute to an
environment hostile to reasoned debate and
constructive compromise. This digital agora frequently
fosters echo chambers that limit exposure to diverse
perspectives. C. The Erosion of Institutional Trust and
the Rise of Cynicism: A decline in public trust in
institutions, including the media, government, and
scientific expertise, has created a fertile ground for
populist appeals and anti-democratic sentiment. This
cynicism undermines the legitimacy of democratic
processes and makes it more difficult to address
pressing societal challenges. V. Exploring Alternative
Models: Beyond Representative Government A. The



Appeal of Deliberative Democracy: Fostering Rational
Discourse: The preface explores alternative models of
governance, such as deliberative democracy, which
emphasizes reasoned discourse and consensus-
building. This approach aims to mitigate the dangers
of majoritarianism by prioritizing informed deliberation
and the inclusion of diverse perspectives. B.
Evaluating Epistocracy: Rule by the Knowledgeable:
The concept of epistocracy, or rule by the
knowledgeable, is discussed as a potential solution to
the problem of epistemic hubris in democratic
systems. This model suggests that political decision-
making should be informed by expertise and reasoned
argument rather than solely relying on the uninformed
preferences of the masses. C. The Potential of
Sortition: Random Selection for Public Office: The use
of sortition, or random selection, for public office is
presented as a way to mitigate the influence of money
and power in politics and to ensure broader
representation. This method, while not without its
challenges, offers a potentially innovative approach to
representative government. VI. The Author's Evolved
Perspective: Nuances and Refinements A.
Acknowledging the Intractability of Certain Issues: The
author acknowledges the inherent complexities and
difficulties of governance and the limitations of any
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single political model. Perfect solutions are elusive. B.
The Importance of Civic Virtue and its Cultivation: The
cultivation of civic virtue and responsible citizenship is
highlighted as crucial for the success of any political
system, regardless of its specific structure. This
includes fostering tolerance, respect for differing
viewpoints, and a commitment to reasoned debate. C.
Re-evaluating the Role of Education in a Healthy
Polity: The author emphasizes the importance of
education in cultivating informed and engaged
citizens, capable of participating meaningfully in
democratic processes and holding their leaders
accountable. A well-educated populace is less
susceptible to demagoguery and more likely to make
informed choices. VII. A Call for Critical Engagement:
Beyond Knee-Jerk Reactions A. Encouraging Informed
Debate and Intellectual Honesty: The preface
concludes by urging readers to engage critically with
the arguments presented and to approach the debate
surrounding democracy with intellectual honesty and
a willingness to consider alternative perspectives. B.
The Necessity of Discerning Nuance in Political
Discourse: The author cautions against simplistic and
reductionist approaches to political analysis. A
nuanced understanding of the challenges facing
democratic systems is essential for developing



effective solutions. C. Promoting a Culture of
Responsible Citizenship: Finally, a call is made for
fostering a culture of responsible citizenship, where
individuals are actively engaged in shaping their
political communities and committed to upholding the
principles of justice, fairness, and respect.

The concept of democracy, often hailed as the
pinnacle of modern governance, has long been a
subject of intense debate. While its ideals of self-
determination and citizen participation resonate
deeply, the practical realities and inherent
complexities of democratic systems are far from
universally accepted. It's within this ongoing discourse
that Jason Brennan's influential work, Against
Democracy, has sparked considerable discussion.
Now, with the release of a new preface by the author,
it's an opportune moment to delve deeper into the
arguments presented and the evolving landscape of
democratic thought.

Challenging the Democratic
Consensus: The Core Arguments
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of Against Democracy

Brennan's central thesis in Against Democracy is a
provocative one: that democracy, despite its
widespread endorsement, is not necessarily the best
or most just form of government. He doesn't argue for
outright tyranny or an authoritarian regime, but rather
for a more nuanced exploration of alternative models
that might better serve the interests of the populace.
His critique is rooted in a deep concern for political
ignorance and incompetence among voters, arguing
that the average citizen often lacks the knowledge
and understanding necessary to make informed
decisions about complex policy issues. This, he
suggests, can lead to suboptimal outcomes, the
election of unqualified leaders, and a system that is
more susceptible to manipulation and demagoguery.

The Epistemic Argument: Ignorance
and the Ballot Box

One of the most frequently discussed aspects of
Brennan's work is what he terms the "epistemic
argument." This argument posits that when it comes
to political decision-making, the collective wisdom of
the electorate is often outweighed by widespread
ignorance. Brennan draws upon a wealth of research



in political science and psychology to illustrate how
voters can be ill-informed, prone to biases, and
motivated by factors other than the common good. He
highlights phenomena like rational ignorance - where
it's rational for an individual to remain uninformed
because their single vote is unlikely to influence the
outcome - and the influence of misinformation and
partisan loyalty.

The implications of this epistemic deficit are
significant. If a large proportion of voters are making
choices based on incomplete or incorrect information,
the democratic process itself can be seen as flawed.
Brennan doesn't shy away from suggesting that in
such scenarios, a system where decisions are made by
those with greater expertise or a clearer
understanding of the issues might be more effective in
achieving good governance and promoting the welfare
of citizens. This doesn't necessarily mean advocating
for rule by an elite class, but rather exploring
possibilities like epistocracy - a system where political
power is distributed according to knowledge or
competence.

Incompetence and the Cost of Bad
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Decisions

Beyond mere ignorance, Brennan also addresses the
issue of incompetence. He argues that voters may not
possess the necessary skills or judgment to effectively
evaluate complex policy proposals, understand
economic principles, or foresee the long-term
consequences of political decisions. This is particularly
concerning when these decisions have far-reaching
impacts on national and international affairs. The cost
of such widespread incompetence, he contends, can
be immense, leading to inefficient resource allocation,
harmful social policies, and a general decline in
societal well-being. The pursuit of democratic
reform, in his view, must acknowledge and grapple
with this inherent challenge.

The Problem of Consent and
Legitimacy

A cornerstone of democratic theory is the idea of
consent of the governed. However, Brennan questions
whether this consent is truly meaningful when the
electorate is, on average, poorly informed. He argues
that if individuals are not capable of making informed
choices, their "consent" may be coerced or based on
flawed premises, thus undermining the legitimacy of



the democratic system. This raises profound questions
about the nature of political obligation and the
conditions under which a government can be
considered truly legitimate. Exploring alternatives to
democracy requires a critical re-examination of these
foundational principles.

The New Preface: Responding to
Criticism and Evolving
Perspectives

The release of a new preface for Against Democracy
offers a valuable opportunity to understand how
Brennan's thinking has evolved and how he addresses
the criticisms and discussions his book has generated.
Prefaces often serve as a space for authors to reflect
on the reception of their work, clarify their arguments,
and engage with new developments in the field. It's
likely that this new preface will delve into:

Addressing Common Criticisms

Brennan's work has inevitably drawn considerable
criticism. Critics often point to the potential for his
arguments to be used to justify authoritarianism, the
difficulty in defining and measuring political
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competence, and the inherent value of the democratic
ideal regardless of its practical imperfections. The new
preface might offer Brennan's considered responses to
these critiques, perhaps by:

1. Reiterating his commitment to democratic values
while emphasizing the need for improvement.

2. Providing further clarification on what he means by
"competence" and how it might be assessed fairly.

3. Distinguishing his position from outright anti-
democratic stances, perhaps by focusing on specific
types of democratic reform rather than outright
abolition.

4. Engaging with the ongoing debates surrounding
voter education and its potential role in mitigating
some of the issues he raises.

The Evolving Landscape of Political
Thought

The world of political philosophy and practice is not
static. Since the initial publication of Against
Democracy, new research, political events, and
societal shifts have undoubtedly influenced the
discourse around democracy. Brennan's preface may
incorporate insights from these developments, such
as:



1. The impact of social media and the spread of
misinformation on democratic processes.

2. New empirical studies on voter behavior and
political knowledge.

3. The rise of populist movements and their challenges
to established democratic norms.

4. Emerging discussions about deliberative democracy
and other reform proposals.

5. The ongoing search for better governance models
in the 21st century.

Refining and Expanding on Key
Concepts

It's also probable that Brennan will use the new
preface to refine and expand upon the key concepts
introduced in the original book. This could involve:

1. Offering more detailed examples to illustrate his
points.

2. Exploring the practical implications of his
arguments for specific policy areas.

3. Presenting a more nuanced discussion of potential
alternative political systems.

4. Emphasizing the importance of ethical
considerations in political design.
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Beyond Criticism: Towards
Constructive Engagement and
Democratic Improvement

While Against Democracy is undeniably provocative,
its value lies not just in its critique but also in its
potential to stimulate constructive engagement. By
highlighting the weaknesses and potential pitfalls of
current democratic systems, Brennan's work can serve
as a catalyst for important conversations about how to
improve governance and ensure that political systems
are truly serving the best interests of their citizens.
The goal is not necessarily to abandon democracy, but
to critically examine its foundations and actively seek
ways to strengthen it.

The Importance of Informed
Citizenship

Brennan's emphasis on political ignorance
underscores the critical importance of fostering
informed citizenship. While he questions the efficacy
of universal suffrage in its current form, his arguments
implicitly call for greater investment in education,
media literacy, and civic engagement. Understanding
the complexities of governance, the nuances of policy,



and the potential consequences of political choices is
crucial, regardless of the underlying political structure.
The pursuit of political knowledge is a collective
responsibility.

Exploring the Spectrum of Governance
Models

Brennan's work encourages a broader exploration of
the spectrum of governance models. While he
critiques democracy, he is not necessarily advocating
for a single, rigid alternative. Instead, he opens the
door to considering various forms of government,
including those that might incorporate elements of
expertise, meritocracy, or more structured forms of
deliberation. This exploration should be guided by the
ultimate goal of achieving just and effective outcomes
for all members of society.

The Ethical Dimensions of Political
Systems

Ultimately, discussions surrounding democracy and its
alternatives are deeply ethical. They concern fairness,
justice, representation, and the fundamental rights of
individuals. Brennan's arguments, while focused on
the epistemic shortcomings of democracy, also touch
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upon these ethical considerations. The challenge for
political philosophers and citizens alike is to design
and maintain political systems that are not only
efficient but also morally defensible, upholding the
dignity and well-being of every individual. The ongoing
search for fair governance is paramount.

Conclusion: A Call for Deeper
Reflection on Democracy's Future

Jason Brennan's Against Democracy, especially with
its new preface, remains a significant contribution to
contemporary political discourse. It challenges deeply
ingrained assumptions and forces us to confront
uncomfortable truths about the functioning of
democratic societies. While readers may not agree
with all of his conclusions, the questions he raises are
vital and deserve careful consideration. By engaging
with his arguments, we are prompted to reflect more
deeply on the nature of political power, the
responsibilities of citizenship, and the ongoing quest
for the best possible form of governance. The
conversation around democracy is far from over, and
Brennan's work continues to be a crucial, albeit
controversial, voice in shaping its future direction,
pushing us towards a more informed and critical



approach to political decision-making.

**Against Democracy: A New Preface — Rethinking
the Foundation of Modern Governance** In recent
years, a growing chorus has questioned the resilience
and relevance of democracy in an era defined by
polarization, misinformation, and eroding public trust.
This new preface by the author offers a bold
reexamination of democracy—not as an unassailable
ideal, but as a complex, often fragile system requiring
careful stewardship. Far from dismissing democratic
principles, the writer invites readers to confront the
uncomfortable truths underlying democratic practice,
urging a deeper understanding of both its strengths
and profound vulnerabilities.

The Crisis of Democratic Faith

At the heart of this preface lies a critical reflection on
the waning faith in democratic institutions. The author
observes that while democracy remains the most
widely embraced model of governance, its
performance in practice has increasingly fallen short
of public expectations. Elections are sometimes
marred by disinformation, political discourse devolves
into polarization, and the gap between elite decision-
making and citizen engagement widens. This erosion
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is not merely a technical failure but a symptom of
deeper epistemic and institutional fractures. The
preface challenges the assumption that democracy, in
its standard form, inherently ensures justice, stability,
or collective wisdom.

Rethinking Democracy Beyond
Majority Rule

The author argues that a true democratic system must
evolve beyond the narrow focus on voting and
majority rule. True democracy, they propose,
demands a culture of informed civic engagement,
robust deliberation, and accountability that transcends
electoral cycles. This vision emphasizes education,
transparency, and inclusive participation—ensuring
that citizens are not just passive voters but active co-
creators of policy. By shifting emphasis from mere
procedural legitimacy to substantive democratic
health, the preface calls for reforms that strengthen
civic literacy, reduce manipulation through media and
technology, and rebuild trust in public institutions.

Practical Insights and Real-World



Applications

One of the most compelling aspects of this new
perspective is its actionable relevance. In societies
grappling with democratic backsliding, the author’s
insights offer a roadmap for renewal. For instance,
integrating digital platforms that foster transparent,
moderated citizen dialogue can counteract echo
chambers and deepen democratic engagement.
Similarly, institutional designs that prioritize evidence-
based policymaking over short-term political gains
help restore public confidence. These applications
extend beyond national borders, informing global
debates on governance reform, anti-corruption efforts,
and the role of civil society in safeguarding democratic
norms.

Benefits of a More Resilient
Democracy

Embracing this deeper, more critical understanding of
democracy yields tangible benefits. A democracy that
actively cultivates critical thinking among citizens
becomes more resistant to manipulation and
authoritarian appeals. Transparent institutions foster
long-term stability by aligning governance with public
trust. Moreover, inclusive participation enhances
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policy relevance, ensuring that diverse voices shape
outcomes rather than being marginalized. Over time,
such a system nurtures a more engaged, informed,
and cohesive society—capable of navigating complex
challenges with collective wisdom rather than division.

Looking Ahead: The Future of
Democratic Renewal

The author concludes with a forward-looking vision,
one that sees democracy not as a fixed endpoint but
as an evolving practice demanding constant renewal.
In an age where technological change, climate crises,
and global interconnectedness reshape the political
landscape, adaptability is essential. The preface
champions a dynamic democracy—one that learns
from past failures, embraces innovation in
governance, and remains anchored in core values of
dignity, equality, and justice. This renewed democratic
ethos, the author suggests, is not only necessary but
profoundly hopeful: a future where democracy serves
not just the majority, but all, through deeper
participation and shared responsibility. This new
preface stands as a clarion call for reimagining
democracy not as a static system, but as a living,
responsive force essential to human progress.



Democracy Under Scrutiny:
Unpacking Jason Brennan's
"Against Democracy" and its
Provocative New Preface

In the often hallowed halls of political discourse, the
notion of democracy is frequently treated as an
unquestionable good, a self-evident truth
underpinning free societies. Yet, dissenting voices,
though often marginalized, persist. Among the most
prominent of these is Jason Brennan, whose 2016
book, Against Democracy, ignited a firestorm of
debate by challenging the very foundations of
democratic legitimacy. Now, with the release of a new
preface, Brennan revisits his controversial arguments,
offering fresh perspectives and further solidifying his
critique of the prevailing political order. This article
delves into the core tenets of Brennan's work,
analyzes the implications of his new preface, and
explores the broader philosophical and practical
questions it raises for the future of governance.

The Original Thesis: When Ignorance
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and Apathy Undermine Governance

Brennan's initial argument in Against Democracy is
built on a foundational epistemological and ethical
critique. He contends that the vast majority of citizens
in modern democracies are, to put it mildly, ill-
informed about political matters. This widespread
political ignorance, he argues, has profound
consequences. When voters lack the knowledge to
make informed decisions about policy, candidates,
and the complex workings of government, their votes
become akin to random guesses. This leads to the
election of incompetent leaders and the adoption of
poorly conceived policies, ultimately harming society.

Brennan introduces the concept of "political sin" to
describe the moral wrongness of casting an
uninformed vote. He posits that just as we have a
moral obligation to educate ourselves before
performing complex tasks that could harm others
(think surgery or engineering), we should have a
similar obligation in the political sphere. The collective
impact of millions of uninformed votes, he argues, is
far more damaging than any single ignorant decision
in a private capacity. This forms the bedrock of his
case against the principle of political equality, which
dictates that every adult citizen should have an equal



say in governance.

Furthermore, Brennan challenges the romanticized
notion of civic duty. While many extol the virtues of
democratic participation, he observes that a
significant portion of the electorate is not only
ignorant but also apathetic. They may vote out of a
sense of obligation, or simply because it's a social
norm, but without genuine engagement or a deep
understanding of the issues at stake. This apathy, he
suggests, further entrenches the problem of ignorant
voting, as individuals are less likely to invest the time
and effort required for genuine political education.

Introducing Epistocracy: A
Contemplation of Rule by the
Knowledgeable

Out of this critigue emerges Brennan's controversial
proposal: epistocracy. This form of government, he
suggests, would prioritize political knowledge and
competence in decision-making. Instead of one
person, one vote, epistocracy could involve systems
where voting rights are earned or where political
power is concentrated in the hands of those who
demonstrate a greater understanding of governance.
This is not to say Brennan advocates for a totalitarian
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regime or a return to aristocracy; rather, he envisions
a spectrum of epistocratic possibilities, some of which
could still incorporate elements of popular
sovereignty, albeit in a more qualified form.

The most radical form of epistocracy, as outlined in
the original book, might involve distributing political
power proportionally to how much individuals know
about politics. In simpler terms, those who are more
informed would have a greater say. Other, less
drastic, proposals include implementing competency
tests for voters or creating a deliberative body
composed of the most knowledgeable citizens to
advise or even make key policy decisions. The
underlying principle remains the same: to ensure that
governance is guided by informed judgment rather
than popular whim.

The immediate reaction to these ideas was,
predictably, one of alarm. Critics accused Brennan of
elitism, of seeking to disenfranchise the working class
and minorities, and of undermining the fundamental
principles of equality that are so cherished in
democratic societies. The very word "epistocracy"
became a lightning rod for criticism, conjuring images
of undemocratic elites wielding unchecked power.



The New Preface: Refinement,
Reaffirmation, and Rebuttals

The new preface to Against Democracy is not a
retraction, but rather a strategic reinforcement and
elaboration of Brennan's original thesis. It serves as an
opportunity for the author to address the most
persistent criticisms, clarify his intentions, and present
a more nuanced understanding of his proposed
alternatives. This added layer of analysis is crucial for
understanding the continued relevance and
provocative nature of his arguments.

Addressing the "Elitism" Charge:
Nuance Over Exclusion

One of the primary focuses of the new preface is to
directly confront the accusation of elitism. Brennan, in
his updated introduction, likely emphasizes that his
critiqgue is not about inherent intellectual superiority
but about demonstrable knowledge and competence
in the realm of politics. He may argue that his
proposals are not about disenfranchising any
particular group based on their social standing, but
rather about ensuring that those who hold political
power possess the necessary understanding to wield it
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responsibly. He might draw analogies to other
professions where competence is a prerequisite - one
wouldn't hire an unqualified surgeon, so why entrust
the fate of a nation to an ignorant electorate?

The preface might also delve into the practical
challenges of implementing *any* system of
governance, including democracy. Brennan could be
arguing that the perceived fairness of democracy is
often an illusion, masking systemic inequalities and
the disproportionate influence of well-resourced
groups. By acknowledging the flaws within democratic
systems, he seeks to shift the conversation from
"democracy is perfect" to "how can we achieve better
governance?"

The Evolution of Epistocratic Thought:
A Spectrum of Possibilities

The new preface likely offers a more refined
exploration of epistocratic models. Brennan might
present a broader range of epistocratic ideas, moving
beyond the most radical proposals to more moderate
and potentially palatable reforms. This could include:

1. Civic Lotteries with Competency Filters:
Imagine a lottery system where potential jurors or
representatives are selected from a pool of citizens



who have passed a basic civics test. This retains an
element of chance but prioritizes informed
participation.

2. Weighted Voting Systems: Brennan might
explore systems where votes are weighted based
on demonstrated knowledge or civic engagement,
rather than an outright elimination of voting rights.

3. Enhanced Deliberative Bodies: The preface
could expand on the idea of citizen assemblies or
councils composed of individuals with a proven
understanding of policy, tasked with advising or
even making certain decisions.

This nuanced approach aims to demonstrate that
epistocracy is not a monolithic concept but a family of
ideas that can be adapted and tailored to address
specific governance challenges without necessarily
leading to an authoritarian state. The aim is to move
the discussion forward, away from a simplistic
rejection of the term "epistocracy" and towards a
more serious consideration of its potential benefits.

The Limits of "The People" in a
Complex World

Brennan's new preface likely reiterates his core
concern: the increasing complexity of modern
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governance. Issues ranging from climate change and
global economics to public health and technological
regulation require a sophisticated understanding that
the average citizen may simply not possess, nor
realistically be expected to acquire, given the
demands of daily life. He might draw parallels to other
areas of expertise where we defer to specialists -
economists, scientists, doctors. Why, he asks, do we
treat politics as an exception?

This is where the concept of **political competence**
becomes paramount. Brennan isn't arguing for the
rule of a natural a